
David Paul Sterkel, 65
August 27, 1960 - April 27, 2026

Edgar, NE resident David Sterkel, 65, passed away Monday, April 27, 2026, at
his home near Edgar, NE. 

 

Funeral services will be conducted at 10:00 a.m., Thursday, April 30, 2026, at
the United Church of Christ in Clay Center, NE, with Father Mike McDonald
officiating. Interment will follow at the Sutton Cemetery in Sutton, NE.
Visitation will be Wednesday, from 1:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m., with the family
present from 5:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m., at Sutton Memorial Chapel in Sutton,
NE. 

Services will be live-streamed through the Sutton Memorial Chapel YouTube
page. https://youtube.com/@suttonmemorial?si=aa6_sWONItqtgK57. 

 

Memorial contributions may be directed to the Sutton FFA Alumni or the
Sutton High School Trap Team. 

 

David was born on August 27, 1960, to Robert Henry and Lucyle Christine
(Scheidemann) Sterkel. He attended first grade at Lakeside School, a one-
room country schoolhouse a mile from his home in rural Clay County, before
continuing his education at Sutton Public Schools, where he graduated in
1979. 

 



On March 28, 1981, David married the love of his life, Lynn Stark. Together,
they built a life centered around family and raised two children, Katie and
Evan. 

 

David dedicated much of his career to hard work and leadership. He managed
a hog confinement operation for Darv Ochsner before becoming plant
manager at Central Nebraska Wood Preservers, where he worked until his
retirement in early 2020. Even in retirement, he stayed busy, helping local
farmers seasonally and taking every opportunity he could to get behind the
wheel of a semi or tractor. 

 

David had a fun, lighthearted personality that made him easy to love and
impossible to forget. He found joy in fishing, woodworking, and starting
projects—whether they were finished or not. He coached trapshooting and
rarely missed a chance to attend his grandchildren’s activities. He especially
loved “carpet farming” with his grandsons and never turned down an
opportunity to join in the fun. He was known for always having peanut butter
M&Ms stashed in at least three different places and buying Baker’s milk
chocolate in five-pound bags—making sure every one of his favorite kids had
a piece before he left. 

 

For nearly 29 years, David fought harder than most could imagine, never
losing his sense of humor along the way. If you knew him, you knew he loved
making people laugh, pulling little tricks, and keeping everyone on their toes. 

 

He was a teacher in the best sense—not in a classroom, but through life. He
taught his children how to weld, run power tools, hang and mud drywall, and
enjoy the outdoors through fishing, hunting, and trapshooting. He also passed
down his unique wisdom, including sayings like “there is no such thing as a
gun or power tool you don’t need,” the importance of a good “pre-bed nap,”
and the belief that you’re never too old to act a little younger—especially when



playing with kids or running the grain cart for the next generation. 
 

David is survived by his wife, Lynn Sterkel of Edgar, NE; his daughter, Katie
and her husband, Ryan Griess, and their children, Kinsley and Knox of Sutton,
NE; his son, Evan and his wife, Kellie, and their children, Addialynn, Brileigh,
Cadeson, and Deakin of Sutton, NE; his brothers, Mark and Glen (Marci)
Sterkel; and many nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends. 

 

He was preceded in death by his parents, Robert and Lucyle Sterkel. 
 

David will be remembered for his strength, his humor, and the deep love he
had for his family. His legacy lives on in the laughter he shared, the lessons he
taught, and the many lives he touched.



Cemetery Details

Sutton Cemetery

1202 N. Saunders Ave
Sutton, NE 68979

Previous Events

Visitation

APR 29. 1:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Sutton Memorial Chapel
804 S. Saunders, Ave. 

 PO Box 612
Sutton, NE 68979
(402) 773-4100
suttonmemorial@windstream.net
http://www.suttonmemorial.com/

Family Present At Visitation

APR 29. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Sutton Memorial Chapel
804 S. Saunders, Ave. 

 PO Box 612
Sutton, NE 68979
(402) 773-4100
suttonmemorial@windstream.net
http://www.suttonmemorial.com/

mailto:suttonmemorial@windstream.net
http://www.suttonmemorial.com/
mailto:suttonmemorial@windstream.net
http://www.suttonmemorial.com/


Funeral Service

APR 30. 10:00 AM (CT)

Clay Center United Church of Christ
220 S Alexander Ave
Clay Center, NE 68933



Tribute Wall

MF

Sutton Memorial Chapel and McLaughlin Funeral Chapel - April 28 at 01:39 PM

Sutton Memorial Chapel and McLaughlin Funeral Chapel created a
Live-Stream in memory of David Paul Sterkel, 65

Sutton Memorial Chapel and McLaughlin Funeral Chapel - April 30 at 01:06 PM

48 files added to the album Floral Tributes

Michael & Mary Kassebaum & Family - April 29 at 01:31 PM

Michael & Mary Kassebaum & Family purchased
the Divine Peace Bouquet for the family of David
Paul Sterkel, 65.

https://www.suttonmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.suttonmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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



Michael & Mary Kassebaum & Family - April 29 at 01:31 PM

Michael & Mary Kassebaum & Family planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of David Paul Sterkel, 65.

Pat & Margeret McDonald and family - April 29 at 11:10 AM

Pat & Margeret McDonald and family purchased
the Serene Retreat for the family of David Paul
Sterkel, 65.

April 29 at 10:32 AM

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the
family of David Paul Sterkel, 65.

April 29 at 10:32 AM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of David Paul Sterkel, 65.

https://www.suttonmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.suttonmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.suttonmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.suttonmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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
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Joe Keaton Jr., Viki, Bryce and Hayne - April 29 at 09:14 AM

Joe Keaton Jr., Viki, Bryce and Hayne purchased
the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family of
David Paul Sterkel, 65.

Joe Keaton Jr., Viki, Bryce and Hayne - April 29 at 09:14 AM

Joe Keaton Jr., Viki, Bryce and Hayne planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of David Paul Sterkel, 65.

April 29 at 08:14 AM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of David Paul Sterkel, 65.

jason casper - April 29 at 05:21 AM

Jason Casper lit a candle in memory of David
Paul Sterkel, 65

https://www.suttonmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.suttonmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.suttonmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.suttonmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Your brother, Mark - April 28 at 06:43 PM

Your brother, Mark purchased the Tender Tribute
for the family of David Paul Sterkel, 65.

Your brother, Mark - April 28 at 06:43 PM

Your brother, Mark planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of David Paul Sterkel,
65.

The Arizona Stark Family - April 28 at 06:33 PM

The Arizona Stark Family purchased the Beautifu
l Heart Bouquet for the family of David Paul
Sterkel, 65.

April 28 at 04:43 PM

Heart's Companion Bouquet was purchased for
the family of David Paul Sterkel, 65.

https://www.suttonmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1441&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.suttonmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1441&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.suttonmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.suttonmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.suttonmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.suttonmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3017&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.suttonmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3017&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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April 28 at 04:43 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of David Paul Sterkel, 65.

BriAnna Epp - April 28 at 04:30 PM

BriAnna Epp purchased the Blue Caribbean Bou
quet for the family of David Paul Sterkel, 65.

Dan R. - April 28 at 04:27 PM

Dan R. planted a grove of 5 <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Trees</a> in honor of David Paul
Sterkel, 65.

Much love. Missy, Mary, and Beccy - April 28 at 02:57 PM

Much love. Missy, Mary, and Beccy purchased
the Solar Angel Statue to Send as Unique Sympa
thy Gift Remembrance for the family of David
Paul Sterkel, 65.

Much love. Missy, Mary, and Beccy - April 28 at 02:57 PM

Much love. Missy, Mary, and Beccy planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of David Paul Sterkel, 65.

https://www.suttonmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.suttonmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.suttonmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.suttonmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4454&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.suttonmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4454&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.suttonmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4454&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Larry Joyce Klein - April 28 at 02:53 PM

Larry Joyce Klein lit a candle in memory of
David Paul Sterkel, 65

April 28 at 02:49 PM

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the
family of David Paul Sterkel, 65.

Bill, Becky, Barry, & Cassie McDonald - April 28 at 02:33 PM

Bill, Becky, Barry, & Cassie McDonald planted a grove of 3 <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Trees</a> in
honor of David Paul Sterkel, 65.

Greg, Beth, Rebecca, Randy & Roger Stark - April 28 at 02:14
PM

Greg, Beth, Rebecca, Randy & Roger Stark
purchased the Beautiful Heart Bouquet for the
family of David Paul Sterkel, 65.

https://www.suttonmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.suttonmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.suttonmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.suttonmemorial.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


JB

John Bartell - April 28 at 01:45 PM

John Bartell lit a candle in memory of David
Paul Sterkel, 65


