
Iola Fitzke
August 4, 1919 - October 12, 2012

Iola Fitzke, 93, went home to be with the Lord October 12, 2012, with her
family by her side at the Harvard Rest Haven in Harvard, Nebraska. 

 

She was born August 4, 1919 in Edgar, NE to Charlie and Jessie C.
(Bowman) Skinner. She was married to Orville Fitzke in 1939 and spent most
of their married life in Fairfield, NE, before moving to Hastings in 1999. She
later moved to Harvard, NE in 2005. 

 

She will long be remembered for her overwhelming generosity of spirit and
love. Her career at Fairfield Elementary Schools food service spanned over
many years. Her interests included Nebraska football, sports of all types,
gardening and needlework. She devoted much of her time and energy as a
caregiver to family, including her daughter Sharon. 

 

She was preceded in death by her husband Orville, her daughter Sharon, her
daughter-in-law Gail (Emrich) Fitzke, and her grandson Russell Fitzke. 

 

Iola is survived by her twin sister Iona Elifritz, of Edgar, as well as her sons,
Robert and Eugene Fitzke, of Hastings, and daughter Phyllis Straatmann of
Lincoln and her daughter-in-law Marilyn Fitzke and son-in-law Terry
Straatmann. She is also survived by her grandchildren Marcia Uden, Tamilla
Fitzke , Sandra Fitzke-Bolte, Michael Straatmann, Jennifer Buckner, and



Jeremy Emrich Fitzke. She is also survived by 13 great-grandchildren and 12
great-great grandchildren. 

 

A celebration of life service will be held 10 am, Saturday, October 20, 2012 at
Zion Lutheran Church in Clay Center with Rev. Delmar Klover officiating.
Interment at the Fairfield Cemetery will be immediately following. Visitation will
be held Friday, October 19, 2012 at McLaughlin Funeral Chapel in Clay
Center from 4-8 pm, with family present from 6-8 pm. 

 

Memorials may be directed to the Harvard Rest Haven in Harvard, NE as well
as the Zion Lutheran Church in Clay Center, NE, where she was a long-time
church member. 

 

Condolences may be left at: www.mclaughlinchapel.com. 
 

Pallbearers for the service will be Marcia Uden, Tami Fitzke, Sandra Bolte,
Michael Straatmann, Jennifer Buckner, Jeremy Emrich Fitzke, Bradley Uden,
Roderick Fitzke , Dustin Bolte, Darren Bolte, Jamaal Buckner, Duane Roberts,
Dustin Meyer, and Alvin Kowalski.
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Merna Parmenter - November 03, 2012 at 06:08 PM

Iola's Family. May your hearts be held in the arms of God, with the
saddnes you are feeling. She was a sweet lady, remember her
coming to the Country School south of Edgar with her twin sister to
events for her nieces. Prayers to your family. 
Sincerely, 

 Merna Parmenter

Jeanette Shaw - October 21, 2012 at 11:51 AM

I was not able to attend Iola's funeral service, but I did come to her
birthday party last summer. What a wonderful, kind, soft-spoken
lady! I have such fond memories of her days cooking at Fairfield
Elementary when I was teaching there. Not only did she provide
food for our bodies, but her calming personality was a wonderful
start to afternoons with restless children! I am happy I had a chance
to see her last summer and share some of those memories with her.
Please accept my sympathy for your loss. 

 Sincerely, 
 Jeanette Shaw

Pastor Dave Johnson - October 17, 2012 at 07:45 PM

Iola's family, Please accept my condolences on Iola's passing. It
was a privilege to spend a little time with one of the saints during
visits/worship at Harvard Rest Haven. May the Lord grant all of you
an extra healthy dose of peace that passes all of our understanding
as you fondly remember Iola and mourn her loss. Shalom, Pastor
Dave


